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The Beaver River Agri-Environmental Group Plan (AEGP) is one of the 
newest formed Agri-Environmental groups in Saskatchewan, beginning 
in the spring of 2011. The board consists of 9 members from the RM’s 
of Beaver River, Meadow Lake & Loon Lake. The group has identified 
environmental issues in the area and is striving to help producers access 
funding for Beneficial Managment Practices (BMP’s) through the Canada-
Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program. 
A Beneficial Management Practice is defined as an agricultural 
management practice which:
• Ensures the health and sustainability of resources used for
  agricultural production
• Positively impacts the long-term economic and environmental 
  viability of the agricultural industry
* Minimizes negative impacts and risk to the environment
The eligible projects and the cost share amounts are listed on page 4 of 
this newsletter. You can also find more information on the board members 
and their activities on page 3. The current Canada-Saskatchewan Farm 
Stewardship program funding is available until March of 2013, so now is a 
great time to start planning projects for the summer of 2012.
BMP Technicians are available in the area to help you plan your projects, 
provide necessary contacts and fill out application forms. They keep busy 
meeting with producers and assisting with projects and applications.
If you weren’t able to join us for our workshop on November 29, here 
is some of the same information that was presented. For those of you 
who were in attendance, here are some notes and a review of what was 
discussed. Hope to see you at the next one! Also upcoming will be an 
Environmental Farm Plan Workshop, please contact Tom Brown at (306) 
845-2325 if you’re interested.
To book a farm visit or find out more information on the program or which 
projects could qualify for funding, contact one of the BMP Technicians 
listed to the left. They are available to meet with you at your farm at a time 
convenient for you to walk you through the process. It’s easier than you 
might think!
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Many livestock producers are winter feeding livestock away from the yard these days.  This more extensive method of 
management can be used to reduce costs, improve herd health, and better utilize nutrients.  One common challenge 
that producers face when choosing wintering sites is access to drinking water during our harsh prairie weather.

In some instances, producers can select sites where animals can access existing water bowls or have access to 
power to keep things thawed.   A number of producers have had success with allowing livestock to lick snow for their 
water requirements.  However, some producers prefer to provide water. There are also often periods in early winter 
where snow is not available, yet freezing temperatures make summer watering points risky (or just a pain).

Fortunately, there are now a number of economical and fairly reliable options for remote winter watering.  Every situa-
tion is unique, but in many cases, a suitable system can be installed.  An added bonus for producers is that there are 
currently grant programs that will pay for roughly half the cost of such systems, so it is a good time to get set up for the 
future.

Most of the various options utilize either a well-insulated trough with drinking holes, or a smaller bowl that drains back 
when the animals are not drinking.  The pumps can be powered by solar, wind, or the cattle themselves. There are 
many different approaches and combinations that are working well, both commercial setups and homemade versions.

One example of a satisfied cattleman is Lloyd Malenfant of Meota.  Lloyd installed a shallow well with a track-hoe 
and added a Frost Free Nose Pump in 2003.  The top portion of the well casing was insulated with Styrofoam, and a 
concrete pad poured around the well head.  He found that the cattle were very easy to train to pump their own water, 
and has had virtually no problems with this system.  The one pump has been adequate for up to 100 cows, although it 
would be fairly simple to add a second pump on this well, notes Lloyd.

Ken Greening runs cows near Vawn.  In the fall of 2010, he installed two wet wells adjacent to existing dugouts, and 
set up solar powered pumps to fill insulated troughs with small propane heaters.  He reckons that each one used 
approximately $100 worth of propane over the winter.  He was fairly pleased with these systems, and recommends 
providing some wind protection if possible to help keep the system ice-free.

These are just two examples of some innovative ways to provide drinking water to livestock during the bitter cold.

If you are interested in finding a winter waterer that may work for you, contact your local Agrologist, technician, or 
retailer.  There are also some useful publications, such as Livestock Watering Systems in Saskatchewan: Producer 
Experiences which is available from many agency offices in the province. 

Remote Winter 
Watering Options

By Jeremy Brown, PAg 
Saskatchewan Watershed Authority
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Applicable BMP’s available for funding through the Canada-
Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship Program:
Remote Water Systems    Cost Share 50%
Portable Windbreaks & Shelters   Cost Share 50%
Fencing to Protect the Environment  Cost Share 50% 
Contact a technician today!

Pictured: Winter watering 
systems as described above

Right: Ken Greening’s water 
system near Vawn

Left: Lloyd Malenfant’s Frost 
Free Nose Pump near Meota

Also available: $500 per unit grant 
for systems powered with wind or 

solar power through:

“Like” us on



Message 

from 

the Board

Are you getting ready to bring the cow herd home? Or, will they be out on stockpiled forage, bale grazing or swath 
grazing for the winter? Regardless of your winter feeding plan it’s important to take a few minutes and refresh 
ourselves with the cow’s nutrient requirements over some of the different stages of production. Adequate nutrition 
before and after calving is essential for paramount reproductive performance as well as general cow health and 
maintenance.

The general rules of thumb for cow nutrient requirements at mid-gestation, late gestation and lactation are as follows: 
crude protein at eight, 10 and 12 per cent respectively, and total digestible nutrients/energy at 55, 60 and 65 per cent 
respectively. Neutral detergent fiber (NDF) should be balanced in the ration at a level less than 1.2 per cent of body 
weight. At levels higher than this the cow is physically unable to consume any more forage. In some areas in 2011, 
similar to the haying season of 2010, we saw late cutting of forages. These forages will have a tendency to be higher 
in fiber and lower in protein and energy than what we’d like to see. When forage quality is low and late gestation 
nutrition may be compromised, injection of vitamins A, D and E for newborn calves and vitamin supplementation to 
cows in the eight weeks prior to calving is a must.

Good nutrition in the eight weeks prior to calving is essential – for both the cow and the calf. Fulfilling the need for 
adequate nutrition is a must. If nutrients are not adequate the cow will deplete her own reserves of fat, muscle protein, 
minerals and vitamins. As cows age, their ability to mobilize calcium and phosphorus from the blood and bones 
decreases, and ensuring adequate amounts of these macro-minerals is vital. Pre-calving nutrition of the mother is 
crucial for the newborn calf’s resistance to stress and disease, as well as overall health. As calving approaches, 
the mother’s need for higher amounts of protein, energy, vitamins and minerals increases. High quality feeds and 
proper balance of nutrients, vitamins and minerals are critical to calf development and milk production as well as cow 
maintenance and reproductive performance. 

For more information on this, or other related topics, contact Jenifer Heyden at (306) 446-7961 or the Agriculture 
Knowledge Centre at 1-866-457-2377. 

Jenifer Heyden, M.Sc., PAg. 
Regional Livestock Specialist, North Battleford

Regional Services Branch
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture

Good Nutrition Packs
 the Right Punch

Greetings from the 
Beaver River AEGP!

Our group has had a few hiccups 
getting started, but now we are in 
high gear.
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 Board Members:

 Wanda Fedyk, Pierceland  
 (306) 839-4708

 Alvin Fedyk, Pierceland   
(306) 839-4708

 Sera Degenhardt, Goodsoil   
(306) 238-4427

 Pam Jones, Dorintosh
 (306) 236-4712

 

Karmen Fedyk, Pierceland   
(780) 214-4655

 Greg Cardinal, Makwa   
(306) 236-5023

 James Schilling, Rapid View   
(306) 236-6949

 Terry Adamson, Makwa  
 (306) 236-4587

 Lee Cockrum, Meadow Lake  
 (306) 236-6791

We have had several peer review meetings where our technicians 
have presented different BMP’s for the committee. We have had 
good discussions and have been guided by Tom Brown, Jeremy 
Brown and Gord Vaadeland.
Our Technicians organized a free workshop for producers in 
November and the guest speakers presented on pastures, feed and 
minerals and watering systems.  The different areas were then tied 
back to BMP’s that could be utilized to help fund costs for these 
projects.
I would like to applaud the Technicians Mona and Alicia on their 
effort to make things work. Also, to the Board of Directors and their 
dedication from the get go. 
 

I encourage producers to go through the Farm Plan; otherwise 
you may miss funding opportunities to make your farm more 
environmentally sound.

~Wanda Fedyk, Board Chair
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Beaver River 
Agri-Environmental 

Group Plan
Canada-Saskatchewan Farm Stewardship funding is available to producers through the Beaver River 
Agri-Environmental Group Plan. If you would like to know if your project is eligible, give us a call today!

Eligible Projects Cost Share Cap 
Improved Livestock Site Management 

Relocation of Livestock Confinement Facilities 60% $50,000 
Fencing to Protect the Environment 50% $30,000 
Fencing to Prevent Damage by Wildlife 50% $10,000 
Utilizing Portable Windbreaks & Shelters 50% $15,000 
Remote Water Systems 50% $15,000 
Farmyard Runoff Control 50% $10,000 

Improved Manure Management 
Manure Storage Improvements 30% $30,000 
Manure Storage Increases 30% $30,000 
Manure Application Equipment & Technologies 30% $10,000 
Manure Nutrient Planning 50% $4,000 

Improved Land Management 
Modifying & Revegetating Waterways 75% $20,000 
Planting Vegetation to Protect Riparian Areas 50% $20,000 
Improved Stream & Creek Crossings 50% $20,000 
Protecting Marginal high Risk Soils 50% $5,000 
Shelterbelt Establishment $600/mile $5,000 

Water Well Management 
Decommissioning Abandoned Wells 75% $6,000 
Protecting Existing Wells 50% $6,000 
	  

Alicia Dyck, BMP Technician
306 234 2404 • dyck.alicia@gmail.com

Mona Westblom, BMP Technician
306 236 4733 • monawestblom@hotmail.com
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