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A BYLAW TO ADOPT AN OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 

BYLAW NO.____ 

 

The Council of the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin, in the Province of Saskatchewan, in open meeting 

assembled enacts as follows: 

(1)  Pursuant to Section 29 of The Planning and Development Act, 2007 the Council of the Northern 

Hamlet of Weyakwin, hereby adopts an Official Community Plan, identified as Schedule "A" to this 

bylaw. 

(2)  The Mayor and Municipal Administrator are hereby authorized to sign and seal Schedule "A" which 

is attached to and forms part of this bylaw. 

(3) This bylaw shall come into force and take effect upon approval of the Minister of Government 

Relations. 

 

    Read a first time the  ______day of____________, 2015. 

  Read a second time the  ______day of____________, 2015. 

    Read a third time the  ______day of____________, 2015. 

  Adoption of this bylaw this ______day of____________, 2015. 

   

  

_______________________________________ 

Mayor 

         (SEAL)  

________________________________________ 

Administrator 

Certified a True Copy of the Bylaw adopted by Resolution of Council 

on the ___ day of _________, of the year 20__. 

 

 

_________________________            _____________________ 

(signature)               (date) 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

This Official Community Plan (OCP) is adopted by the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin, in accordance 

with Sections 29 and 35 of The Planning and Development Act, 2007 (PDA) to provide a framework of 

goals, objectives and policies to guide the management and use of the land within the municipal 

boundaries. This plan will assist decision-makers in reaching community goals as well as evaluate the 

effects of past decisions and any potential impacts from future development. 

An OCP is a policy document to inform future land use decisions and provide developers with certainty 

that shapes growth in line with the vision expressed in this plan. Implementation of this plan is led by 

community leadership, with residents and regional partners playing an active role in achieving the 

shared goals of this plan.  

Community engagement is a critical part of the planning process and will be an ongoing part of the 

implementation of this plan. By incorporating current community attitudes with the 14 Statements of 

Provincial Interest (SPI) that structure this plan, the policies in this document will provide land use 

continuity and compatibility for sustained and sustainable growth. This OCP is prepared in a manner to 

offer developers certainty about policies affecting their investment, while ensuring community needs 

are met. 

This OCP is divided into sections with maps illustrating area designations both within and at the end of 

this document. The OCP sections are as follows: 

 

1 GUIDING PRINCIPLES – introduction to the foundations of this OCP, providing general 

guidance and information. 

2 PLANNING CONTEXT – the municipal vision, objectives and authority for future land use and 

development decision-making in the municipality. 

3 BACKGROUND – local history, demographic makeup, and geographic context that influence 

land use planning in the municipality. 

4 FUTURE LAND USE – policy directions provided for all areas of the municipality including, but 

not limited to: Residential, Economic Development, Recreation and Tourism, Heritage and 

Culture, Inter-municipal Cooperation, Public Safety, Biodiversity and Natural Ecosystems, 

Public Works, Water Systems, and Transportation. 

5 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION, TOOLS, MONITORING AND AMENDMENT – the tools and 

legislative supports available for Council to administer this OCP. 
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1 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

 

Land use policies are a foundation to guide action. The application of sound land use principles will 

ensure that the needs and requirements of individual land uses are met while minimizing any adverse 

impacts upon other land uses, municipal services, and the natural environment. 

Planning is a shared responsibility among provincial and municipal governments and individuals. Strong 

communities embrace the principle of shared responsibility, where residents and decision makers are 

responsible for stimulating and sustaining the environment and economy and where individuals and 

governments are accountable for decisions and actions, in a spirit of partnership and open cooperation. 

These guiding principles are broad statements intended to assist decision makers as they consider the 

impact of their choices both locally and regionally. 

1.1 BALANCE OF INTERESTS AND FLEXIBILITY 

Planning decisions should consider and balance the interests of all stakeholders. This will involve 

understanding the effect of development decisions on the cultural, natural, social, and economic 

environments. There may be situations where one interest outweighs another and tradeoffs may be 

necessary. Council will apply this flexibility to determine an outcome that is in the best interests of the 

community, region, and province. 

1.2 SUSTAINABILITY 

Planning decisions should be enduring. This means that decisions on the management and 

development of our resources and economy will be made with consideration to the requirements of 

present and future generations ensuring health, prosperous, livable communities. Conservation, 

reclamation, rehabilitation, mitigation and prevention are all tools that could be employed to ensure 

that growth and development are sustainable. The application of sustainable planning, development, 

and production practices benefits everyone and demonstrates Saskatchewan’s commitment to the 

global community. 

1.3 PROVINCIAL-ABORIGINAL-MÉTIS INVOLVEMENT 

Weyakwin is committed to working with the Province of Saskatchewan and with Aboriginal people that 

are part of the northern region. The Northern Hamlet recognizes the provincial legal duty to consult on 

actions and developments which could adversely impact Aboriginal and Treaty Rights. They will take 

part in cooperation between governments, municipalities and First Nations in land use planning and 

development to the mutual benefit of the parties. The Northern Hamlet recognizes and respects the 

rights and responsibilities of Aboriginal people as legally defined through Treaties and The Constitution 

Act, 1982. 
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1.4 STATEMENTS OF PROVINCIAL INTEREST 

Statements of Provincial Interest (SPI) identify the key provincial policies for land use and provide 

direction to communities for orderly and responsible development. The OCP will address the SPI’s to 

ensure community and provincial priorities are aligned, facilitate economic growth and development, 

consistent development processes, a sustainable environment and social and cultural values within the 

community.  

1.5 MUTUAL RESPECT 

Mutual respect between stakeholders is fundamental to good planning. Differences in status, cultures, 

traditions, social, and economic views, and values must be respected as we plan together to create a 

community. The needs and views of all people must be mutually respected as Council works together 

with its public in the management of common resources, and the development of economic, social and 

environmental opportunities. 

1.6 COOPERATION 

Cooperation planning maximizes the use of people and resources. Planning in collaboration with 

multiple jurisdictions and sectors allows for greater access to resources, a larger resource base, shared 

responsibility and wealth, and increases the opportunity for growth and success across regions. 

1.7 CONSULTATION 

Consultation is integral to good development. The Northern Hamlet is committed to providing 

opportunities for active and meaningful consultation with all segments of the community. Council will 

engage with the community in the preparation of plans to guide land use and development, and to 

communicate with the public as development opportunities are considered. The process, notification 

period and appeal mechanisms will be clearly outlined in the planning documents.  

» Agriculture and Value-Added 
Agriculture 

» Biodiversity and Natural 
Ecosystems 

» First Nations and Métis 
Engagement 

» Heritage and Culture 
» Inter-municipal Cooperation 
» Mineral Resource Exploration and 

Development 

» Recreation and Tourism 
» Residential Development 
» Public Safety 
» Public Works 
» Sand and Gravel 
» Shore Land and Water Bodies 
» Source Water Protection 
» Transportation 
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Council will encourage developers to also engage the public in discussion, work to avoid conflicts, and 

resolve issues as they arise. Consultation and cooperation in resolving land use issues between 

municipalities or other jurisdictions is essential to facilitate development.  

1.8 INITIATIVE AND ENTERPRISE 

Success is achieved by combining planning with individual initiative and enterprise. Planning provides 

direction and timing for infrastructure development to support individual business decisions. Council 

recognizes that opportunities may be missed if infrastructure is not available in a timely manner. 

Council will negotiate service agreements with developers to ensure that the cost of development is 

appropriately borne to those who benefit. 

1.9 LEARNING AND INNOVATION 

Planning involves a process of learning and analysis. The Northern Hamlet will gather and strive to 

understand community based information as it relates to development decisions. The application of 

innovative solutions to planning issues will be carefully considered as they may provide opportunities 

for successful development that might not have otherwise occurred. 
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2 PLANNING CONTEXT 
 

For development to occur in an approved and accepted fashion by both community leaders and 

residents of Weyakwin, all amendments of this plan must subscribe to the community’s stated vision 

and goals.  These visions and goals allow greater certainty for developers when submitting proposals, 

and ensures the ability for the community to respond to economic, social, and environmental 

opportunities that arise.   

2.1 MUNICIPAL VISION 

2.2 MUNICIPAL GOALS 

The following statements provide focus for this OCP and its policies as they relate to development 

within the community. The goals are not ranked by priority but collectively represent the future 

aspirations of Weyakwin. 

Highlight heritage and cultural areas of the community. Community members have a strong tie to 

the history and culture within the region.  Celebrating heritage and culture will shape the Hamlet’s 

sense of pride, enhance quality of life, and build heritage values in future generations.  

Foster community vitality by promoting recreation and green space. Recreational opportunities, 

sports events and green space are all essential for healthy lifestyles, and quality of life. These spaces 

and events also help to encourage visitors in the area, contributing to the local economy.  

Support a diversity of housing choices.  From shelter as a basic human need to innovative energy 

saving sustainable housing designs; people of all ages, incomes and health need access to homes that 

meet their present and future needs.    

WEYAKWIN IS A TRANQUIL COMMUNITY IN NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN WITH A 

STRONG CONNECTION TO CULTURE AND HERITAGE AND THE NATURAL 

ENVIRONMENT.  

RESIDENTS OF WEYAKWIN STRIVE TOWARD A COMMUNITY THAT IS INCLUSIVE, 

SAFE, AND PROSPEROUS. 

AS WEYAKWIN GROWS, PLANNING DECISIONS WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THE 

COLLECTIVE MUNICIPAL GOALS AND EMBRACE THE COMMUNITY’S STRONG ROOTS, 

DEEP FAMILY TIES AND WELCOMING RESIDENTS.             
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Maintain the health and integrity of the environment. The environment is what gives us life, and 

protecting sensitive areas will ensure future generations enjoy the same benefits from the environment 

as we do now.  

Strengthen the local economy. A strong economy is necessary for the community to grow, and 

Weyakwin is in an ideal location along one of the busiest highways in northern Saskatchewan to help 

create a viable economy. 

Maintain and improve the health and well-being of residents. Weyakwin residents have limited 

access to most health care facilities, and continued improvements in this area will enhance the lives of 

everyone. 

Provide for further areas of education. Weyakwin has a good foundation for both traditional and 

structured education, and enhancing the education opportunities for community members will help the 

community to grow into the future.  

2.3  AUTHORITY AND MANDATE 

Section 32(1) of the PDA states that “An Official Community Plan must incorporate, insofar as practical, 

any applicable provincial land use policies and statements of provincial interest.” 

Section 32(2) states that an OCP must also contain statements of policy with respect to: 

a) sustainable current and future land use and development in the municipality; 

b) current and future economic development; 

c) the general provision of public works; 

d) the management of lands that are subject to natural hazards, including flooding, slumping and 

slope instability; 

e) the management of environmentally sensitive lands; 

f) source water protection; and  

g) the means of implementing the OCP. 

Section 32(3) of the PDA states that an OCP may also: 

a) address the co-ordination of municipal programs related to development; 

b) contain statements of policy regarding the use of dedicated lands; 

c) contain concept plans pursuant to Section 44 (of the PDA); 

d) contain a map or series of maps that denote current or future land use or policy areas; and 

e) contain any other statements of policy relating to the physical, environmental, economic, social 

or cultural development of the municipality that the Council considers advisable. 
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3 BACKGROUND 
 

3.1 LANDS AND THE REGION 

As illustrated in Figure 1, the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin is located along Highway 2,  

96 km south of La Ronge and 145 km north of Prince Albert. Highway 2 is a 12-month primary weight 

highway as classified by the Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure (MHI). The Northern Hamlet 

encompasses an area of 820 hectares (2026 acres) of land with a population of 135 people. 

Approximately 13 km west of the Northern Hamlet is the Resort Subdivision of Ramsey Bay on the 

shores of Weyakwin Lake. East of the Northern Hamlet approximately 5 km is a campground and boat 

launch located on the northwest shore of Montreal Lake. The remainder of the land surrounding 

Weyakwin is forest located within the Northern Saskatchewan Administration District. 

 Figure 1: Regional Context 
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3.2 CONSTRAINTS 

There are a number of natural and man-made physical constraints that limit the outward expansion of 

the Northern Hamlet, as illustrated in Figure 2. 

Highway 2 runs through the western portion of the community, greatly limiting westward expansion, 

due primarily to the cost of running services across the highway. On the north edge of the built up area, 

Figure 2: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Constraints 
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Weyakwin River and valley cause a natural edge to the community. On the north side of the river on 

Parcel M, Plan 91PA11763is a gravel pit which is titled to MHI and encompasses the remainder of 

the community land to the north. Parcel N, Plan 91PA11763 to the east of the built up area is free 

from natural constraints, but the majority of the land in this area falls within a 600 metre buffer from 

the sewage lagoon. Within this buffer, residential development is highly regulated, thereby limiting 

development in this area to commercial and industrial endeavours. South of Parcel N and across 

Weyakwin road is Parcel P, Plan 91PA11763. The northwest area of Parcel P is the site of the sewage 

lagoon, whereas the northern area of Parcel P is the site of the sawmill.  Parcel P also contains a creek 

and low-lying wetland, but does offer a heavily forested area with relatively low topographical changes 

beyond that in the southeast corner of the parcel. Finally, south of the built up area is Parcel S, Plan 

97PA00391, which is heavily treed and hilly in the south portion, and site of the Fire Cache in the north. 

3.3 DEMOGRAPHICS 

Statistics Canada census reports population in the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin fluctuating between 

99 and 183 people in the past 35 years, as shown in Figure 3. The most recent census, taken in 2011, 

shows a population of 135 people. It is important to note however, that population counts are based on 

returned census questionnaires, and therefore may not fully represent the current number of residents 

in the community. Outside of the -11.56% annual average decline in population from 2001 to 2006, 

Weyakwin has seen growth in every other five year segment. Figure 4: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin 

Growth Projections shows possible growth scenarios in Weyakwin based on the 2011 census 

population. The growth projection shows three possible growth rates for the Northern Hamlet, a slow 

growth rate of 0.5%, a moderate growth rate of 1.0%, and a high growth rate of 3.0%. The growth rate 

projections in reality are not linear, as they are reliant on external factors such as regional economy and 

residential lot availability, among others. However, these modeled growth projections will assist in 

efficient and predictive asset management by the Northern Hamlet.  

Figure 3: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Historical Population 

 

 

Figure 4: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Growth Projections 
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Projected 
Growth Rates 

2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 

0.5% 135 138 142 145 149 153 157 

1.0% 135 142 149 157 165 173 182 

3.0% 135 157 181 210 244 283 328 

 

The Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin is characterized by a young population, with the median age in the 

community being 19.8, and only 57.8% of the population being over 15 years of age, as shown in Figure 

5: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Population Pyramid. 

Figure 5: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Population Pyramid 

 

 

According to census data, approximately 15% of the respondents within the community speak Cree as 

their first language, while the rest of community speaks predominantly English as their first language. 

3.4 PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 

Decision making about future development includes consideration of the dominant property owners 

within the municipality. Undeveloped land in Weyakwin is owned by either the Northern Hamlet, the 

Saskatchewan Housing Corporation (SHC), or is privately owned. .  The municipality owns a significant 

share of the existing undeveloped land. Holding these titles benefits the future land-use goals of this 

plan by allowing the municipality to lead its subdivision process for the desired future uses and growth 

needs.  Weyakwin is well prepared to accommodate growth and development activity with 20 vacant 

lots available prior to any new subdivision processes occurring. 
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Figure 6: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Property Ownership shows the ownership composition of 

community. Lots in the residential area are primarily owned by the SHC, Weyakwin, and privately. The 

Northern Lights School Division No. 113 (NLSD) owns three properties within the Northern Hamlet, the 

school on Parcel B, Plan 73PA14915, as well as two residences for the teachers on Lots 8 & 9, Block 1, 

Plan 73PA14915. Saskatchewan Telecommunications owns Parcel F, Plan 89PA19248 near the 

entrance into the community. The Province of Saskatchewan owns 3 parcels, Parcel M, Plan 

91PA11763 as well as two unpatented parcels Parcel D, Plan 77PA25040 and Parcel Q, Plan 

81PA11763.  
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Figure 6: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Property Ownership
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4 FUTURE LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

This OCP is a policy document that guides future land use in the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin. This 

document will provide Council with guidance for decision-making, for designating future land uses and 

policy areas. Map 1: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use, forming part of this bylaw and 

found at the end of this document, designates future land use areas that reflect existing patterns of 

land use. 

The designation of land uses within Map 1: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use reflects the 

Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin’s perspective on community development, facilitates long-range 

planning and decision-making that will accommodate growth in all sectors, and ensure a minimum level 

of services to meet resident needs. Any development proposals within these areas will be assessed 

against specific objectives, and be subject to policies and zoning controls. 

Map 1: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use represents the recommended future land use for 

the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin. The map is intended to be general in nature. Minor amendments to 

the accompanying Zoning Bylaw may be made as long as they do not contravene the intent of and the 

policies noted in this OCP. 

Future land use areas are as follows:  

Commercial - existing and future areas of all types of commercial development. 

Community Service - existing institutional, cultural, and municipal facility uses such as community 

centres, schools, aerodromes, and public utilities. 

Future Development - lands designated for future development. Lands may require significant 

expansion of infrastructure, or prior development of adjacent lands. Generally, land will be rezoned to 

other land use districts after resolving associated titles and administration, the provision of appropriate 

infrastructure to the site, and approval of concept plans by Council.  

Industrial – future areas of industrial and related development. 

Recreation and Park - existing and future areas of dedicated lands for recreation and park uses 

including municipal reserve lands, environmental reserve lands, recreation areas, and buffer areas. 

Residential - existing and future areas of residential development, land to be subdivided for residential 

development, and land intended for future residential growth. 

4.1 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Residential development includes both the existing areas of land subdivided for residential 

development, as well as any land intended for residential expansion. 

The housing in Weyakwin is primarily single detached dwellings (87.5%) with a small number of mobile 

homes constituting the remainder (12.5%) as seen in Figure 7. 
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Figure 7: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Dwelling Types 
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Figure 8: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Current Land Use 
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4.1.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure Hamlet lots are sold on a cost recovery basis.. 

2) Ensure that sufficient and suitable land is available for future residential development. 

3) Ensure the timely and orderly planning of serviced, residential lots which prevents 

premature development.  

4) Maintain a positive and productive relationship with Saskatchewan Housing Corporation.  

5) Ensure residents have access to adequate and affordable housing stock, by allowing for a 

variety of housing types to meet various socio and economic needs. 

6) Avoid and mitigate conflict between residential and other non-compatible land uses.  

7) Encourage the efficient use of land resources and sustainable development practices to 

maximize servicing efficiency and minimize the cost of utility and servicing expansion. 

8) Ensure the municipality, as a developer, recovers the cost of developing new residential 

subdivisions. 

AREA A (SEE MAP 1) 

To accommodate future residential expansion, Area A has been identified as suitable and 

economical for residential development. Area A is located directly east of the existing 

residential area, located on Parcel N, Plan 91PA11763. Area A’s westerly boundary is 

defined by existing surveyed lines along adjacent parcels, as well as a line extending 

perpendicularly north from the northeast corner of Lot 1, Block 5, Plan 73PA14915 until it 

intersects with the bank of the Weyakwin River.  Area A’s easterly boundary is defined by a 

line that extends perpendicularly north from the east side of Parcel R, Plan 73PA14915 

until it intersects with the bank of the Weyakwin River. This area is ideal due to its 

proximity to the established community, thus feasibility of servicing. 
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.                 

4.1.2 POLICIES 

1) The revenue from the sale of current vacant lots will be allocated toward future 

subdivision and development in the community.  

2) Council will monitor the availability of residential lots to protect against premature 

residential subdivision and to ensure adequate supply that is responsive to demand in the 

Northern Hamlet. 

3) Council consideration of residential proposals will include: 

i. the compatibility of adjacent land uses; 

ii. the available stock of existing, vacant, surveyed lots; 

iii. protection of environmentally or heritage sensitive areas; 

iv. protection of and dedication of environmentally sensitive areas; 

v. protection of persons and property from development on hazard lands; 

vi. the resulting, and cumulative impact on financial and capital planning; 

vii. zoning regulations, subdivision design, street layout, and site planning; and 

viii. the use of natural topography and drainage patterns to minimize the cost and risks 

associated with surface water drainage and flooding. 

4) Council will support and collaborate with regional and provincial partners to increase the 

stock of affordable housing in the Northern Hamlet. 

5) Council will encourage and support housing proposals that are innovative, enhance 

sustainability, protect green space, provide for a diversity of housing types, lot sizes and 

densities, and maximize the developable area of the community. 

6) Council will encourage and support proposals to adapt surplus and obsolete buildings for 

residential uses. 

7) Alternative funding sources and programming to support residential expansion will be 

encouraged and sought. 
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8) Council may permit home-based businesses and bed and breakfast operations in 

residential districts that contribute to, and are consistent with, the character of the area 

and adhere to regulations in the Zoning Bylaw. 

9) Residential infill and redevelopment that is sensitive in design to existing neighbourhood 

character will be encouraged in existing residential areas to maximize the use of existing 

infrastructure and services. 

10) Council will amend the Zoning Bylaw to accommodate the development of  

Area A, identified in Map 1: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use, based upon 

approved plans of subdivision which meet all requirements of this OCP and the Zoning 

Bylaw. 

4.2 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Economic development includes existing commercial and industrial uses, land subdivided for these uses 

and land identified for future economic development use. 

This OCP will support a foundation for sustainable growth in Weyakwin that includes a viable and vital 

commercial base that capitalizes on available opportunities, fosters economic growth, and satisfies the 

needs of the local population.  

Weyakwin endeavours to be a community where the local residents can find employment and be able 

to support a local economy. The major employers in the community are the Hamlet as well as the 

Ministry of the Environment, with employees working at the fire cache. 

Economic opportunities in the region surrounding Weyakwin are trapping, commercial fishing, and 

forestry industries; and opportunities in the resort subdivision of Ramsey Bay and along Highway 2.  

There is a confectionary store located right off the highway on Weyakwin Road that sells fuel and 

convenience items. However, since the shutdown of the sawmill on Parcel P, Plan 91PA11763, there 

are currently no industrial businesses operating within the community. Weyakwin is surrounded by sub-

unit 15 of the P-4 Fur Block and sub-unit 10 of the P-69 Fur Block. Commercial fishing in the area 

operates out of nearby Montreal Lake, with fish being shipped to La Ronge and Prince Albert.   

4.2.1 COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 

Currently, commercial and industrial activities are limited in the Northern Hamlet. Encouraging 

businesses that will serve the local population, destination tourists and highway traffic will offer greater 

sustainability fur the future.  Council considers a restaurant a viable and profitable commercial 

opportunity in the Hamlet and would like to encourage this business development.  Developments such 

uses as beverage rooms, liquor sales, and video lottery terminals (VLT) are viewed by Council as 

historically having a negative influence on the community and will not be supported. 
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4.2.2 OBJECTIVES 

1) To benefit from the community’s strategic location along the Highway 2 transportation 

corridor to help grow commercial and industrial growth. 

2) Prevent alcohol or gambling influenced misconduct. 

3) Support opportunities to purchase unprocessed foods and goods locally grown.  

4) Provide the residents of the community with increased opportunities for employment. 

5) Ensure sufficient land is available for new commercial and industrial development and 

future expansion.  

6) Encourage entrepreneurship. 

7) Encourage the location of commercial and industrial activity that meets the needs of the 

community and mitigates conflicting land uses. 

8) Support opportunities for the creation and location of commercial businesses that 

contribute to a diverse and sustainable commercial sector and create local employment 

opportunities, including support for traditional economies. 

AREA B & AREA C (SEE MAP 1) 

Area B, east of the built up community on the southwest corner of Parcel N, Plan 91PA11763, 

has been identified as a suitable future commercial development site. Area B is defined by 

existing surveyed lines on the south and west sides, by the legal subdivision line on the east 

side, and a line halfway between legal subdivisions for the north side. The land is serviceable, 

and is easily accessed by Weyakwin Road.  Subdivision of this area will provide the community 

with immediate land available for commercial development. 

Area C, on the eastern edge of the municipality on a portion of Parcel P, Plan 91PA11763 has 

been identified as appropriate for future mixed commercial and industrial development. Area B 

is defined by legal subdivision lines on the south and west sides, the municipal boundary on the 

east, and Weyakwin Road on the north end. Mixing industrial and commercial uses in this area 

will provide for the efficient use of land and servicing, and provide flexibility in the planning and 

development of this area.  
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9) Support commercial and industrial development that maximizes the use of existing 

infrastructure and reduces the need for utility and servicing upgrades. 

10) Accommodate dwellings in commercial areas, where appropriate, and provide 

opportunities for mixed use development.  

11) Employ creative solutions to meet the commercial expansion needs of the Northern 

Hamlet, such as adaptive reuse of buildings, while ensuring solutions comply with 

provincial standards. 

4.2.3 POLICIES 

1) Council will encourage commercial and industrial businesses that serve both the 

residents of Weyakwin as well as the passing highway traffic.  

2) Commercial businesses shall not provide for the sale of alcohol or contain Video Lottery 

Terminals (VLT). 

3) Subdivision of commercial and industrial parcels in Area C will be planned and phased to 

ensure orderly development, the use of buffer areas, and compatibility of land uses. 

4) Council consideration of commercial development proposals will include: 

i. consistency with Map 1: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use; 

ii. land-use compatibility with surrounding development; 

iii. the capacity of the Northern Hamlet to provide efficient and economical municipal 

services; 

iv. the availability of existing commercial lots in the Northern Hamlet; and  

v. the provision of parking and impacts of traffic generation by the commercial 

activity. 

5) Council consideration of industrial development proposals will include: 

i. land use compatibility with existing and planned development; 

ii. the capacity of the Northern Hamlet to provide, or maintain efficient and 

economical municipal services through servicing agreements or cost-sharing 

agreements; 

iii. the impact on financial and capital planning by the Northern Hamlet; 

iv. noise, vibration, smoke, odour, and fire hazard impacts; 

v. site suitability and planning aspects including screening, vehicular access, and 

traffic safety; and 

vi. appropriate development standards as provided in the Zoning Bylaw. 
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6) Industrial developments will require a landscaping plan as part of application for a 

development permit meeting the Zoning Bylaw requirements for screening, buffering 

and any other regulations that apply to the form of development. 

7) Council will work with educational partners, such as Northlands College and Sask 

Polytechnic to expand education and training opportunities offered in the Northern 

Hamlet. 

8) Council will ensure an adequate supply of land for commercial development through 

appropriate zoning and subdivision. 

9) Council will support the promotion of Weyakwin as a tourism destination, and support 

local economic development, such as home-based businesses. 

10) Council will encourage and support proposals to rehabilitate and reuse existing buildings 

for commercial use. 

11) Council will require performance bonds from developers where the storage of hazardous 

materials or other uses could lead to site contamination; ensuring remediation and clean 

up that comply with federal and provincial standards.  

12) Residential development, excepting caretaker’s units, will be prohibited in designated 

industrial areas. Caretaker’s units will be mobile and clearly incidental to industrial 

operations.  

4.2.4 AGRICULTURE AND VALUE-ADDED AGRIBUSINESS 

Weyakwin is similar to many northern Saskatchewan communities in that it has not proven viable for 

sustained agricultural activity. The main soil type in the Weyakwin area is Brunisolic Gray Luvisol, which 

is not suitable for agricultural activity. The community hauled in soil in order to develop a 1.82 hectare 

community garden on Parcel Q, Plan 91PA11763, west of the community. 

The majority of the undeveloped land is covered by mixed forest. The Northern Hamlet is surrounded 

by the Sakâw Askiy Management Inc. Forest Management Agreement area, as seen in Figure 9. A 

Forest Management Agreement is a 20-year agreement that the Province has with Sakâw Askiy 

Management conferring long-term harvesting rights for a specific volume of timber from the defined 

area, as well as responsibilities for long term sustainable forest management. 
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4.2.5 OBJECTIVES  

1) Have sustainable, continued growth and use of the community garden. 

2) Maintain the community garden to ensure safety of users and consumers; and increase 

production for community members and commercial opportunities. 

3) Ensure the community interests are clearly recognized by Sakâw Askiy Management Inc. 

4) Preserve land with potential for agricultural production and protect neighbouring areas 

from conflicting land uses.  

5) Accommodate agricultural and forest product development, where appropriate.  

6) Support expansion of poultry, livestock, dairy, leathers, furs, and wools industries and 

protection of non-timber forest products development.  

7) Encourage and support environmentally sensitive agricultural practices.  

8) Collaborate with appropriate provincial ministries for forestry production and 

management.  

4.2.6 POLICIES  

1) Council will work with users of the community garden to establish a business plan in 

order to aid in the sale of their produce.  

2) The community garden will be protected from encroaching development and roadways 

by zoning Parcel Q Plan 91PA11763 as Recreation and Park in the Zoning Bylaw.   

3) Council will work with Sakâw Askiy Management Inc to ensure open and continuous 

communication in regards to future forestry activities.  
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4) Council will encourage the development of local agricultural activities to support a 

diverse local economy.  

5) Council will support local and regional initiatives that enhance and build capacity for 

agricultural activities in the Weyakwin area.  

6) Council will support the development of market gardens, community gardens and 

farmers markets.  

7) The Zoning Bylaw will support community gardens as a permitted use in the Community 

Service District. 

8) Council will consider amendments to the Zoning Bylaw to accommodate the 

development of expanded agricultural activity when proposals are received and all other 

provisions of this OCP and the Zoning Bylaw are met.  

9) Agricultural and agribusiness proposals shall be considered with regard to the 1:500 flood 

hazard elevations and presence of sensitive riparian areas to ensure risk to livestock or 

animals, and water contamination is minimized.  

10) Amendments to the Zoning Bylaw to accommodate new agricultural and value-added 

agribusiness districts will include regulations for minimum separation distances between 

developments, mitigation of odour and screening regulations, and protection of nearby 

sensitive environmental areas.  

11) Council will support collaboration and consultation with the Province and forestry 

industry, to facilitate protection of natural resources, creation of employment, training 

programs, and other partnerships for Northern Hamlet residents.  
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Figure 9: Sakaw Askiy Forest Management Area

 

4.3 SAND, GRAVEL AND MINERAL RESOURCES 

Currently there is no mineral exploration, development or extraction within the municipality. The 

Northern Hamlet is not within a known resource area. There is a gravel lease on Parcel M, Plan 

91PA11763 on the north end of the community, operated by the Ministry of Highways and 

Infrastructure.  

4.3.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure adequate compensation for the heavy toll mineral exploration, development and 

extraction puts on municipal infrastructure.  

2) Accommodate sand, gravel and mineral extraction, where appropriate, balancing the 

interests of the community to expand both residential land uses and economic sectors.  

3) Ensure that sand, gravel, and mineral exploration, development, and extraction has 

minimal negative impact on the environment (including nearby water bodies and 

underlying aquifers), and does not interfere with identified future development areas. 



NORTHERN HAMLET OF WEYAKWIN: OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN 
  

25 
 

4) Consider mineral exploration, development and extraction within the municipality only 

when it does not impede existing or future development in the Northern Hamlet of 

Weyakwin.  

4.3.2 POLICIES 

1) Sand, gravel or mineral extraction that utilizes municipal roadways will work with the 

municipality to ensure adequate compensation for increased degradation of the 

roadways.  

2) Council will support sand, gravel, and mineral exploration, development, and extraction, 

provided the activity is compatible with adjacent existing, and future land uses and 

developments.  

3) Applications for sand, gravel, and mineral exploration, development, and extraction must 

be accompanied by a reclamation plan.  

4) Council may require a performance bond for sand, gravel, and mineral exploration, 

development, and extraction to ensure appropriate remediation of the site.  

5) Sand, gravel, and mineral extraction will conform to provincial standards for minimum 

separation distances between riparian and water ecosystems to ensure the health and 

safety of residents and the natural environment. 
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4.4 HERITAGE AND CULTURE 

 

Planning for the preservation of heritage and culture ensures Saskatchewan history is celebrated and 

conserved for residents, visitors and future generations.  

Culture in Weyakwin is of utmost importance, and there are many culturally significant areas within the 

Northern Hamlet. The Culture Camp on the north end of the community, located on Parcel N, 

Plan 91PA11763, is used primarily for local fish cleaning, bannock making, camping and storytelling. 

Clara’s Park, located at the west end of Nelson Street on Parcel N, is primarily used for Community 

barbecues, as well as other celebrations such as for Father’s Day and Mother’s Day. The Anglican 

Church with an adjacent cemetery located on Parcel N, is located on Parcel A, Plan 73PA14915, and is 

used for weddings, wakes and funerals, church services as well as confirmations.  

Community facilities in the Northern Hamlet include a library with public computer access, located in 

Kiskahikan School on Parcel B, Plan 73PA14915. Mochikun Hall, located on Parcel C, Plan 

77PA25040, is used for weddings, wakes and funerals, dances, and is used as a gymnasium for the 

school children, as Kiskahikan School does not contain a gymnasium. Mochikun Hall is also available for 

rent in order to facilitate training sessions, public hearings, holiday celebrations and birthday parties.  

AREA D (SEE MAP 1) 

Area D, comprising part of Parcel N, Plan 91PA11763, will be an area of Recreation and Park 

surrounding the west and north parts of the built up area. Area D is defined by existing survey 

lines of adjacent parcels and lots, except in the north east corner where it is bounded by a line 

extending north from the east side of Lot 1, Block 5, Plan 73PA14915 until it intersects with 

Parcel M, Plan 91PA11763. Already located in the bounds of Area D are the cemetery, Culture 

Camp and Clara’s Park, but the area’s proximity to the built up community make it an ideal 

location for future active and passive recreation uses.  
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East of the municipality and across Montreal Lake lies the former settlement of Frank and Mary Nelson, 

known locally as Frank’s Point at Molanosa. Frank and Mary Nelson are the ancestors to many of the 

inhabitants of Weyakwin, and each year the community hosts an event called “Molanosa Days” at the 

site. Molanosa Days generally lasts for 5 to 7 days, and brings most of the community together for 

various activities including camping, horseshoes, and socializing. Throughout the rest of the summer, 

residents of Weyakwin use this site for camping, hunting, fishing and berry picking.  

 

 

The community does not lie on the banks of a major lake or river, which decreases the likelihood of 

historical archaeological sites. However, any location has the potential to have cultural significance, and 

proper protection of any site is important.  
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4.4.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Protect the existing cultural areas from adverse effects of adjacent development. 

2) Get the Frank’s Point area at Molanosa dedicated as a heritage property. 

3) Identify and preserve the heritage and culture resources in the Northern Hamlet. 

4) Ensure residents have access to and support for cultural activities. 

5) Promote local culture and history, accommodating cultural facilities and programming 

within the community. 

6) Integrate elements of heritage and culture into municipal initiatives to promote positive 

self-identity and community cohesion. 
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4.4.2 POLICIES 

1) The Culture Camp, cemetery and Clara’s Park will be protected from future development 

by zoning the area recreation and park.  

2) Council will petition the ministry responsible for protecting heritage resources to get the 

area of Frank’s Point at Molanosa considered a protected heritage site.  

3) Council will work with appropriate federal and provincial ministries, relevant individuals, 

and organizations to conserve culture and heritage resources, including, but not limited 

to, historic sites, buildings, and other structures; culturally significant landscapes, 

artifacts and museum collections; archives; cultural facilities and activities; local 

traditions, skills and crafts; and traditional knowledge. 

4) Council will strive to mitigate adverse impacts to culture and heritage resources from 

land use and resource development by consulting with appropriate stakeholders to 

ensure interests are represented when making land use decisions in culturally and 

heritage sensitive areas.  

5) Council will, where appropriate and possible, support local heritage and culture initiatives 

with administrative, financial, or other aids. 

6) To support informed decision making regarding conservation of culture and heritage 

resources, Council may, in consultation with the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport 

Heritage Conservation Branch, pursue the creation and maintenance of an inventory of 

the culture and heritage resources that exist within the community. 

7) Places of worship, community centres, halls, and other places of assembly will be 

permitted and encouraged in the community. 
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4.5 INTER-MUNICIPAL COOPERATION 

Inter-municipal cooperation creates opportunities to share resources, infrastructure, and skills that may 

be utilized to pursue common interests.  Many communities in Northern Saskatchewan experience 

challenges when accessing the resources required to achieving their vision for community growth. 

Neighbouring communities, entities, and residents create these opportunities by working together, 

increasing the likelihood of success for creating a sustainable, and resilient, healthy local economy and 

community.   

Weyakwin is committed to strengthening relationships within the municipality to ensure resources are 

efficiently managed.  As a small community, it is important that agencies, organizations, residents, and 

other entities work collaboratively towards shared goals and interests.  Increasing channels for 

communication and formalizing partnerships within the community will aid growth and sustainability 

within Weyakwin.   

4.5.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Improve communication between entities in and around Weyakwin.  

2) Better utilize local resources and knowledge to achieve a more sustainable community. 

3) Promote skill-building and the retention of knowledge within the municipality. 

4) Explore and enhance local relationships and partnerships towards common interests.  

4.5.2 POLICIES 

1) Council may conduct a review of existing businesses and services to determine what 

assets are available to members of the community. If deemed necessary or appropriate, 

Council will initiate community consultation to assemble a community resources 

database. 

2) Relationships will be created, or improved, with neighbouring entities and stakeholders, 

including but not limited to: neighbouring municipalities and resort subdivisions, 

Benefits of Joint Planning 

Build a strong regional economy; 

Enhance service delivery; 

Increase quality of life; 

Reduce wasteful reproduction of services; 

Provide certainty for investors and developers; and 

Build municipal capacity through shared knowledge. 
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provincial ministries, Mamawetan Churchill River Health Region (MCRHR). and the 

Northern Lights School Division No. 113 (NLSD); to address:  

i. joint planning initiatives;  

ii. shared resource management and administration;  

iii. joint delivery of services;  

iv. future growth considerations and directions; and  

v. formalized partnerships and agreements.  

3) Council shall initiate, plan, lead and conduct meetings as necessary with stakeholders to 

ensure positive and productive communication by: 

i. recording meeting minutes with stakeholders and committees to ensure 

accountability, knowledge retention, and for referral purposes; and 

ii. accepting reports from community committees to ensure accountability and 

knowledge transfer. 

4) Future cooperative ventures will consider, and utilize where possible, local resources and 

traditional knowledge available.   

 

4.6 EDUCATION SERVICES 

Education in Weyakwin is provided by the Northern Lights School Division No. 113 (NLSD). The 

Northern Hamlet has a kindergarten to grade 9 school, called Kiskahikan School, that has 

approximately 40 students’ enrolled as of October, 2014. The school is located on Parcel B, Plan 

73PA14915 as shown on Figure 8 . Facilities include a library with computers accessible to the entire 

community and three classrooms. Students from grades 10-12 complete their education either in Prince 

Albert or La Ronge. 

The Northern Lights School Division accommodates staff members with two furnished teacherages, 

across Macauley Avenue on Lots 7 & 8, Block 1, Plan 73PA14915. 

Post-secondary education is offered in the communities of La Ronge, Prince Albert, and Saskatoon at 

Northlands College, Saskatchewan Polytechnic and University of Saskatchewan, respectively. 

 

“The province has an interest in promoting inter-municipal cooperation that facilitates strong 

partnerships, joint infrastructure and coordinated local development.” 

The Statements of Provincial Interest Regulations 
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4.6.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure adequate housing for teachers moving 

to the Northern Hamlet. 

2) Explore options to allow community 

members to complete their grades 10-12 in 

the community. 

3) Ensure adequate lands are available for future 

education services development. 

4) Ensure the educational services provided 

within the community are meeting the needs of Weyakwin residents. 

5) Promote the sharing and coordination of community facilities for educational services. 

4.6.2 POLICIES 

1) Council will work with NLSD to provide adequate available land for future housing needs.   

2) Council will work with NLSD to develop ways to provide schooling for children in grades 

9-12. 

3) Council will work with NLSD and other educational institutions to assist in identifying the 

educational needs of the community and strategies to effectively deliver education 

services to Weyakwin residents. 

4) Council will accommodate schools and educational facilities in the community by 

permitting them in community service, appropriate commercial, and recreation and park 

districts, and permitting as a discretionary use in industrial districts in the Zoning Bylaw. 

5) Council will encourage the joint or shared use of existing community facilities to 

accommodate educational services.  

6) Council will support the adaptive reuse of appropriate structures for providing 

educational services. 

7) Council will evaluate new educational development proposals based on the following: 

i. consistency with Map 1: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use; 

ii. site planning and land use compatibility with surrounding developments; 

iii. the capacity of the Northern Hamlet to provide efficient and economical municipal 

services. 
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4.7 MEDICAL SERVICES 

Health care services in Weyakwin are provided by the Mamawetan Churchill River Health Region 

(MCRHR). The Health Centre is located in the Fire Cache building, located on Parcel D, Plan 

77PA25040. Services provided at the Health Centre include monthly visits for Public Health, Dental and 

Home Care. Emergency Medical Services are provided by STARS Air Ambulance and the Northern 

Medical Transportation Program, also known as Medevac.  

The closest hospital to Weyakwin is in La Ronge approximately 96 kilometres north of the Northern 

Hamlet, and Prince Albert, 145 kilometres south. 

4.7.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure residents continue to have access to adequate medical care and services.  

2) Identify and collaborate with regional partners to find opportunities to improve and 

develop strategies for health services delivery for the residents of the Northern Hamlet.  

4.7.2 POLICIES 

1) Council will collaborate with MCRHR to facilitate the provision of adequate health 

services to residents. 

2) Council will accommodate health services and medical facilities by permitting them in 

the Community Service and Commercial Districts in the Zoning Bylaw and medical 

facilities by permitting them in the Community Service District. 

3) Amendments to the Zoning Bylaw for facilities development will be supported by 

Council. 

4.8 FIRST NATION AND MÉTIS ENGAGEMENT 

The residents of Weyakwin are predominantly Métis people or members of the Montreal Lake Cree 

Nation. All members of the community have a connection to the Montreal Lake Cree Nation through 

the Weyakwin First Nations Committee, although only members of the Montreal Lake Cree Nation 

have voting power on the Committee. The Committee receives funding from the Montreal Lake Cree 

Nation, and provides the community with amenities they otherwise would not be able to afford, such as 

new sports equipment, materials for upkeep of heritage structures, as well as food and beverages for 

community gatherings. The Weyakwin Métis Local 16 represents the Métis in the community, but the 

local has been inactive for a number of years. 

The Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin does not have any First Nation Reserves within the municipal 

boundary, and development within the community does not encroach onto First Nation lands. The 

nearest First Nation to Weyakwin is located over 30 kilometres south, which is the northern portion of 
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land belonging to the Montreal Lake Cree 

Nation. Approximately 40 kilometres north of 

Weyakwin is McKay Indian Reserve, reserve 

land belonging to the Lac La Ronge Indian 

Band at the intersection of Highway 2 and 

Highway 165 (west). 

There are no treaty land entitlement selections 

within the municipality or affecting future land 

uses in the Northern Hamlet. As the Northern 

Hamlet grows and develops, continued 

consideration and respect of First Nations’ and 

Métis’ use of the region’s lands will ensure 

positive and sustainable growth towards 

shared goals. 

 

Should a Treaty Land Entitlement process be 

initiated within the Northern Hamlet, an 

agreement will be required between the 

community and the First Nation before 

designating any land in the municipality as First 

Nation Reserve, pursuant to Article 9.01(a) of 

the Saskatchewan Treaty Land Entitlement 

Framework Agreement. The agreement will 

include tax loss compensation and a method of 

dispute resolution. 

 

4.8.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Continue to work with the Montreal Lake Cree Nation, and other Métis Locals and First 

Nations groups to build upon the inclusive and cohesive community identity. 

2) Include knowledge of, and consideration for, historic and cultural land uses and natural 

environment when making development decisions.  

3) Ensure common goals in service sharing and development. 

Figure 10: First Nation Reserves near Weyakwin 
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4.8.2 POLICIES 

1) The Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin will require any First Nations making Treaty Land 

Entitlement selections to enter into an agreement pursuant to Article 9.01(a) of the 

Saskatchewan Treaty Land Entitlement Framework Agreement to ensure: 

i.  compatibility of land use; 

ii. compatibility of bylaws; 

iii. land use development; 

iv. future expansion proposals; 

v. access to land and property; 

vi. payment of services provided; and 

vii. methods of resolving disputes. 

2) Council will collaborate and consult with Montreal Lake Cree Nation, other local First 

Nations groups and Métis groups regarding areas of mutual interest and heritage 

significance. 

4.9 PUBLIC SAFETY 

Planning for public safety, ensuring the safety and security of individuals, communities, and property 

from natural and human induced threats requires the coordination of land use and services that reduce 

the overall risk of individuals and the municipality, and improves quality of life.  

   

4.9.1 PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) detachment that serves the Northern Hamlet of 

Weyakwin is based out of the Resort Town of Waskesiu. Waskesiu is located in the Prince Albert 

National Park, 85km southwest of Weyakwin. The RCMP does not have a strong presence in the 
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community and the community does not have a fire department, but fire response is done through 

volunteers with equipment from the fire cache.  

The Community Wildfire Risk Assessment Report for Weyakwin indicates that there is a very high risk for 

potential fire behavior, and historically, total fire numbers are low.  Due to Weyakwin’s overall high risk 

for wildfires, every year the community partners with the Northern Forest Protection Worker Training 

Program to work on fuel management in the area to reduce the risk to the residents of the community. 

If wildfires were to threaten the community. Montreal Lake is suitable for water bombers and 

helicopter bucketing and the community has an Emergency Response Plan for the safety of the 

citizens. 

The municipal water system has the capacity to meet 

the minimum fire suppression requirements for 

pumping capacity as set by the Ministry of 

Environment. The standby pump at the Water 

Treatment Plant is capable of fire suppression and 

during a power outage there is a propane engine to 

operate the pump. There are a sufficient number of fire 

hydrants spaced throughout the community to provide 

fire suppression for individual buildings.  

4.9.2 OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure emergency response measures in Weyakwin are adequate for community needs. 

2) Provide a safe and secure community for Weyakwin residents and visitors. 

3) Encourage community participation in fire prevention and the promotion of FireSmart 

principles.  

4) Cooperation with RCMP, First Nations and Métis groups, and appropriate provincial 

ministries in prevention and response to emergencies in the area. 

4.9.3 POLICIES 

1) Council will ensure adequate training and certification for the Fire Chief and crews. 

2) Council will ensure the municipal water system is maintained at levels capable of 

suppressing individual building fires as determined by provincial guidelines. 

3) The Northern Hamlet will encourage fire safety by: 

i. working with provincial and regional fire service providers; 

ii. promoting FireSmart awareness and programs; 
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iii. encouraging FireSmart principles in new subdivision development and in 

established neighbourhoods; and 

iv. Council will work with appropriate provincial ministries in planning, preparing, and 

responding to emergency situations in the community.  

4) Council will continue to work with the RCMP to strengthen relationships and improve 

community safety. 

4.9.4 HAZARD LANDS 

Sites identified as hazard lands have a higher likelihood of damage to property from contamination, 

erosion, ground instability, flooding, etc.  It is important to be aware of these areas to mitigate 

potential detriments to physical development and the natural environment, and to limit municipal 

liability in permitting development.  Emphasis should be placed on identification and preparation of 

hazardous sites. Potentially contaminated sites should be identified for further investigation for 

contamination and remediation can be explored by the municipality alone or in partnership with 

industry, or development partners, and/or other levels of government. Existing or previous storage of 

hazardous substance storage has been identified on Lot 1, Block 1, Plan 73PA14915. A residence on 

Lot 10, Block 1, Plan 73PA14915 was previously reported to have shown levels of hazardous materials 

present. 

Aside from the risk associated with contaminated sites, Weyakwin also has an area of muskeg within 

the municipality, which is located south east of the lagoon. Development of muskeg areas can prove 

costly, and impact drainage and environmental processes. In areas where such terrain constraints are 

present, the municipality may explore possible measures to prepare the site for development or 

negotiate land exchanges to facilitate development.  

The Water Security Agency (WSA) leads management of the province’s water resources to ensure safe 

drinking water sources and reliable water supplies, and provides advice in regard to flood hazard and 

safe building elevations (SBE). The SPI’s legislate that planning documents and decisions shall, insofar 

as is practical:  

 

“Prohibit the development of new buildings and additions to buildings in the flood way of the 1:500 
year flood elevation of any watercourse or water body; and  

Require flood-proofing of new buildings and additions to buildings to an elevation 0.5 metres 
above the 1:500 year flood elevation of any watercourse or water in the flood fridge.” 

Weyakwin River flows through the northern part of the community, providing a picturesque valley, but 

also bringing with it a risk of flooding. Since the river drops several metres from the west end to the 

east end of the municipality, a single Estimated Peak Water Level (EPWL) for the community is not 

possible. New subdivisions and developments that are located in potentially flood prone areas will 

require a study to determine the EPWL for the target area, and a freeboard of 0.5 m will be required to 

establish an SBE. 
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4.9.5 OBJECTIVES 

1) Protect persons, property, or development from flooding, erosion, soil subsistence, 

slumping, slope instability or contamination by hazardous materials. 

2) Minimize negative effect on the environment 

3) Reduce development costs by discouraging development on land with severe servicing 

constraints. 

4.9.6 POLICIES 

1) Developments and subdivisions that are considered by Council to be potentially flood 

prone areas will require a study to determine the EPWL. 

2) All development of new buildings and additions to buildings below the SBE are 

prohibited, unless sufficient mitigating measures are approved by the Northern Hamlet. 

Mitigating measures include: 

i.  Fill, compaction and grading, that may be required to be overseen by a qualified 

professional engineer, which results in a finished elevation equal to or greater than 

the SBE.  Fill, compaction and grading will also require the submission of a surface 

drainage plan, prepared by a qualified professional; or 

ii. The base of the development being built to the SBE through the use of pilings or a 

raised floor design. 

3) The Zoning Bylaw will prescribe standards for development proposals on sites that are 

flood prone, slump prone, below the SBE or otherwise hazardous for the proposed use.  

4) Council may require, as a condition of development permit approval, a drainage plan, 

geotechnical reports, or similar assessment to ensure proposed development does not 

adversely affect adjacent properties, the stability of the land, or contaminate water 

sources.  

5) Where Council requires a developer to provide a grading and levelling site plan for new 

subdivisions, the developer will show future drainage patterns within the proposed 

subdivision and surrounding areas to ensure that the amount of serviceable and 

“The province has an interest in ensuring the safety and security of individuals, communities and 

property from natural and human-induced threats.” 

The Statements of Provincial Interest Regulations 
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developable land is maximized; and that neighbouring properties are not negatively 

affected. 

6) Council will engage with appropriate government ministries and agencies, as well as 

neighbouring entities, to establish a site suitable for the disposal of hazardous waste and 

also for the management and remediation of municipally owned contaminated sites. 

7) Development that involves the onsite storage or handling of hazardous substances shall 

comply with up to date environmental regulations.  

8) Council shall keep an inventory of sites which have hazardous substances stored on them 

and confirm owners have provincially approved hazardous substance disposal and 

emergency plans 

9) Performance bonds will be required where the use or staging of hazardous products is 

proposed on any hamlet-owned property, ensuring that remediation and clean up 

comply with provincial standards. 

4.10 RECREATION 

The active, outdoor lifestyle that residents and visitors enjoy is a factor of what draws people to 

vacation at or reside in the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin and the surrounding region.  Weyakwin has a 

natural aesthetic charm that local residents enjoy and desire to maintain, and that visitors seek when 

travelling to Northern Saskatchewan.  Weyakwin benefits from its location on Highway 2 and proximity 

to the Resort Subdivision of Ramsey Bay to the west, and First Beach on Montreal Lake to the East.  

Maintaining recreation and natural areas is important to members of the community, and growing the 

economy around the expanse of recreation opportunities in Weyakwin and the surrounding area will 

benefit everyone involved.  

4.10.1  PARKS, OPEN SPACE, AND RECREATION 

A park with playground equipment is located next to the school on Parcel B Plan 73PA14915.  

On the north end of the community on Parcel N, Plan 91PA11763is the Cultural Camp. Also on  

Parcel N, on the west end of Nelson Street, lies Clara’s Park, which contains picnic tables, two gazebos 

and a fire pit. 

4.10.2  OBJECTIVES 

1) Provide accessible, safe, connected parks and recreation spaces for the enjoyment of 

both residents and visitors.  

2) Create sufficient parks and recreation spaces to preserve public access to lands and meet 

the recreation needs of the community as it grows.  
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3) Increase and ensure continued access to the river valley for recreation purposes. Provide 

a balance of active and passive recreation opportunities, and undeveloped natural areas.  

4) Support traditional uses and activities on undeveloped areas of the municipality and 

protect heritage sensitive areas throughout the community, mitigating development 

impacts on potentially significant heritage sites.  

4.10.3  POLICIES 

1) Culturally significant areas identified to be part of Area D will be zoned as Recreation and 

Park, and be protected from future development. 

2) Undevelopable areas with significant constraints due to terrain such as muskeg and 

bedrock will be left in a natural state and be used as recreation space, where appropriate. 

Council will consider these sites for dedication as municipal reserve. 

3) Council will incorporate long-term strategies for parks, and open space development as a 

part of capital planning and development processes.  

4) Council will consider the following criteria when establishing park space: 

i. present and future needs of the community; 

ii. areas with scenic views; 

iii. outdoor recreational and neighbourhood park opportunities; 

iv. size, topography and configuration of the land; 

i. wildlife, traditional uses, and cultural significance; 

ii. connectivity to trails, existing park space, and natural areas; 

iii. the need to protect heritage or culturally sensitive areas; and 

iv. environmentally sensitive areas. 

4.10.4  DEDICATED LANDS 

Dedicated lands include buffer strips, environmental reserves, municipal reserves, walkways, and 

recreation spaces. The provision, leasing, ownership, use, and sale of dedicated lands are governed by 

the PDA and the Dedicated Lands Regulations, 2009. The legislation states that power, gas, telephone, 

water and sewer facilities may be located on any dedicated lands as long as the land can still be used for 

its original purpose. 

The location of dedicated lands can be a tool to reduce the potential for development to conflict with 

sensitive ecological areas or lands with heritage or cultural sensitivity. Conflict areas within the 

Northern Hamlet include flood prone areas, water courses, filtering lands, muskeg, and land with 

heritage significance. Coordinated and strategic dedication of lands and protection of sensitive areas 

will provide residents of, and visitors to, Weyakwin a rich stock of attractive and significant spaces that 

contribute to the character of the community. 
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4.10.5  OBJECTIVES 

1) Provide a buffer area around the existing sewage lagoon. 

2) Ensure public access to dedicated lands. 

3) Preserve open spaces, environmentally, culturally, and heritage sensitive areas. 

4) Ensure that dedicated lands are provided in appropriate locations when land is 

subdivided. 

5) Protect dedicated lands from unauthorized use and preserve natural integrity wherever 

possible.  

6) Use land designation as buffering tools between incompatible uses and to protect 

sensitive heritage or ecological areas. 

7) Ensure dedicated lands are restored to an appropriate state after removal of 

developments. 

4.10.6  POLICIES 

1) The lands around the sewage lagoon, outlined as Area E, will become a buffer area for 

the duration of the use of the lagoon.  

2) The Northern Hamlet will post all financial dealings related to dedicated lands to a 

Dedicated Lands Account. The account will record all proceeds from sales, leases, and all 

payments made in lieu of municipal reserve dedication. Council shall authorize 

expenditures from the account only for developing, buying, or maintaining dedicated 

lands.   

AREA E (SEE MAP1) 

Area E, located on Parcel P, Plan 91PA11763, will be an area of Recreation and Park, as it serves 

as a buffer around the sewage lagoon while also encompassing the only known wetland within 

the community. Area E is defined by legal subdivision lines to the east and south, Natomagan 

Road to the west, and Weyakwin Road and the lagoon on Parcel U1, Plan 82PA17731 to the 

north. Making this area Recreation and Park will allow the community to control the hazard lands 

in low lying areas and around the sewage lagoon, while providing the opportunity for passive 

recreation uses as well.  
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3) Where subdivision and development is proposed adjacent to a water body or river valley, 

Council will ensure that land is dedicated as municipal or environmental reserve, as 

appropriate, to protect sensitive areas and to ensure continued public access. 

4) Council will only issue time-limited leases or permits for dedicated lands that include 

provisions for extension of the lease or permit, protection of sensitive areas, alteration of 

shorelines and the river valley, removal of developments, and remediation of the site. 

5) Dedicated lands leases, agreements or permits shall be subject to The Dedicated Lands 

Regulations, 2009 and the PDA. 

6) Public access to dedicated lands shall not be restricted by a lessee or permitee.  

7) Where development is proposed adjacent to a water body, the developer shall not defer 

the obligation of dedicated lands, and the dedicated lands shall be adjacent to the water 

body.  

8) Excluding municipal facilities or schools, developments prohibited on dedicated lands 

include: 

i. private uses; 

ii. septic tanks; 

iii. storage of hazardous materials; 

iv. boathouses. 

4.11  BIODIVERSITY, ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY, AND NATURAL 

ECOSYSTEMS 

Preservation of biodiversity and natural ecosystems are essential to include in the planning process. 

Conserving Saskatchewan’s biodiversity, unique 

landscapes, and ecosystems for present and 

future generations benefits the natural beauty 

of the region, and contributes to the integrity of 

the natural systems that sustain life.  

The ecological diversity and relatively 

undeveloped nature of the community offer 

Weyakwin potential for developing a 

sustainable eco-tourism sector that may 

capitalize on the proximity of the Ramsey Bay 

Recreation Subdivision and local natural 

features and geography. Protecting and 

conserving these natural resources will benefit 
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Weyakwin for future growth in the ecotourism sector. 

Common species to the Boreal Plain eco-zone that Weyakwin is found in include: white spruce, 

tamarack, and aspen trees; moose, woodland caribou, black bear, white-tail deer, elk, beaver, and 

timber wolf. Montreal Lake has a diverse population of fish species including northern pike and walleye. 

The only species that has been identified by the Saskatchewan Conservation Data Centre to be at risk 

and have habitat within the boundary of Weyakwin is the Woodland Caribou.  

4.11.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure the natural landscapes and features in the Northern Hamlet are preserved or 

enhanced. 

2) Regulate development to respect natural drainage, riparian areas, and wetlands by 

minimizing, mitigating, and avoiding adverse impacts.  

3) Support sustainable land use and development that preserves and enhances 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

4) Identify and protect critical or threatened species and their habitats. . 

4.11.2 POLICIES 

1) Important natural or riparian areas, significant landscapes, features and systems will be 

integrated into development proposals, and protected through land dedication, 

whenever possible. 

2) Council will consult with the Ministry of the Environment and implement mitigation 

measures to preserve and protect forested areas where woodland caribou may be found. 

3) Sustainable development practices will be promoted for all development to mitigate 

negative impacts on the ecological integrity within the Northern Hamlet. 

4) The Northern Hamlet will strive to maintain healthy tree cover within the built up area of 

the community, planting new trees on municipal property where possible.  

5) Council will ensure that new developments will not result in unnecessary or adverse 

alteration of surface or subsurface drainage. Where necessary, the developer will be 

required to provide additional information in regard to existing and proposed drainage 

patterns.  

6) Council will encourage the retention of safe and healthy trees on dedicated lands.  
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4.11.3 RIVER VALLEY AND SOURCE WATER PROTECTION 

Unlike many communities in Northern Saskatchewan, the Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin does not lie 

on the shores of a lake. There is a river flowing through the community, Weyakwin River, which 

provides a beautiful valley along the northern part of the Hamlet. The Culture Camp is located along the 

river bank, but the majority of the river valley is inaccessible. 

Water in the community is collected through a pair of wells located in the eastern part of the 

community, on Parcels U2 & U3, Plan 82PA17731, which is piped to the water treatment plant on Lot 

6, Block 1, Plan 73PA14915. 

4.11.4  OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure the sound management of water resources.  

2) Protect and restore wildlife habitat, wetlands, and natural riparian vegetation. 

3) Protect development from flooding and hazards to persons and property. 

4) Enhance and maintain the riverbank for public access, heritage, recreation and tourism 

purposes. 

5) Protect the municipal drinking water supply. 

4.11.5  POLICIES 

1) As part of development application review near any water body, Council will consider 

known estimated peak water levels, vulnerable areas, aquatic life and habitat, and 

groundwater. 

2) Preservation and restoration of natural riparian vegetation will be encouraged by 

Council. 

3) Where subdivision is proposed adjacent to the river valley, Council will ensure that land is 

dedicated as municipal or environmental reserve as appropriate to protect sensitive 

areas.  

4) Council will ensure that new developments will not result in adverse alteration of the 

river valley. The developer will be required to provide additional information including 

proof of required federal and provincial permits and other relevant documentation as 

requested by Council.  

5) Environmental reserves and other dedicated lands will be used, where appropriate, to 

create a buffer between developments and Weyakwin River, shoreline areas, and other 

wetlands, providing protection against erosion, flood hazards, and contamination.  
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6) Fill placed on sites adjacent to hazard lands must be surfaced or landscaped to prevent 

erosion.  

7) Where subdivision is proposed adjacent to the river valley in Area A as shown in Map 1: 

Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Future Land Use, Council will ensure that land is 

dedicated as municipal or environmental reserve, protecting sensitive areas and 

providing public access to the river bank. 

4.12 PUBLIC WORKS 

Safe, healthy, reliable and cost-effective public works contribute to local, regional and provincial 

economic growth efforts. By providing adequate and coordinated services, outside investment and 

local business can grow with ease, and provide residents with improved quality of life.  

The Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin public works system is adequately developed to meet most needs 

of the community. Weyakwin has cell reception throughout the community, and is served with basic 

high speed internet as well. Residents have access to natural gas, heating fuel, propane, wood, and 

electricity to supply home heating.  

Capital works investment requires planning, as mandated in the Northern Municipalities Act, 2010 to be 

undertaken for a period of no less than 5 years. This task is considered a part of the implementation of 

this plan and is discussed further in section 5: PLAN IMPLEMENTATION, TOOLS, AND POLICIES. 

Funding for services in Weyakwin has constantly been under pressure due to high operating costs and 

low revenue streams. The following table depicts the services that residents in the community are able 

to obtain, and how the services are funded. 

 

 

Service Type/Supplier Funded By 

Potable Water 
Municipal wells and 

distribution system 
Property Taxes 

Waste Water 

Pump houses, 

collection systems 

and lagoon 

Property Taxes 

Electricity SaskPower Individually billed 

Telephone SaskTel Individually billed 

Natural Gas SaskEnergy Individually billed 

Road Network 
Gravel, graded Property Taxes 

Snow Removal Property Taxes 
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Garbage Collection Property Taxes 

Green Space 

Maintenance 

Tree planting, grass 

cutting, fire guard 

maintenance 

Property Taxes 

Volunteers 

Fire Protection   Property Taxes 

Police Service 

Fee to RCMP from 

Waskesiu 
Property Taxes 

Neighbourhood 

watch 
Volunteer 

School NLSD 
Education Tax 

Provincial Funding 

Hamlet Office 
Administration Property Taxes 

Utilities Property Taxes 

Community Hall Maintenance Property Taxes 

4.12.1 OBJECTIVES 

1) Continue to provide services that are necessary for the community to grow 

2) Ensure that there is adequate funding for current and future public works investments. 

4.12.2 POLICIES 

1) The general maintenance and growth of Weyakwin’s public works system will be funded 

through the efficient collection of property taxes and any governmental funding 

programs that may be obtained.  

2) Council will review the tax information to ensure the correct amount is being assessed 

and collected. 

4.12.3   WATER UTILITY SYSTEM 

The water is currently collected by two wells located on Parcels U2 & U3, Plan 82PA17731 and 

continues down Weyakwin Road to the water treatment plant (WTP) which is located on Lot 6, Block 

1, Plan 73PA14915. From there, it is distributed through the community as seen in Figure 11. 

The capacity of the water supply system is determined to be adequate to meet the projected needs of 

the Weyakwin community as it grows, as per the 2010 Waterworks System Assessment. However, the 

current wells have shown levels of contamination, and the community is working with SaskWater to 
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establish new wells within the community. Figure 10 shows the location of the test wells within the 

community, and SaskWater will determine the best location for the future wells. 

 

Figure 11: Location of Test Wells in Weyakwin 

  

4.12.4   OBJECTIVES 

1) Protect the municipal drinking water from contamination.  

2) Ensure that residents have access to potable water that meets provincial drinking water 

quality guidelines. 

3) Establish criteria for adequate services to those areas of the Northern Hamlet where 

services cannot feasibly be extended. 

4) Ensure compliance with provincial standards for water system design, expansion, and 

maintenance in new developments. 

5) Maintain appropriate level of water services and ensure the potential for growth is not 

adversely affected. 
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4.12.5   POLICIES 

1) Once the location of the new wells has been established, the area around each well will 

be protected from future development of potentially contaminating land uses for 100 

metres in each direction.  

2) Council will continually assess, manage, and plan the water system with consideration 

for: 

i. current water capacity needs; 

ii. projected water supply needs for growth; 

iii. long term plans for water services and fire protection in existing areas; 

iv. projected plans for expansion into future development districts; and 

v. how growth will be accommodated within the current waterworks system. 

3) The planning and development of water services will be based on: 

i. conformance with environmental regulations; 

ii. the demand for services; 

iii. compatible land uses; 

iv. cumulative effects of development on local and regional capacities; 

v. the financial resources of the Northern Hamlet; and 

vi. the logical extension of existing services. 

4) Council will ensure that development effectively utilizes existing water infrastructure and 

does not place an excessive burden on the municipal utility. 

5) Development shall proceed only when an adequate and sustainable water source has 

been demonstrated. 

6) To ensure sustainability, operating costs for providing water to the community will be 

covered through usage fees, and servicing agreements for infrastructure expansion for 

new subdivisions. 

7) Council will monitor waterworks infrastructure and Waterworks System Assessment 

reports to identify where collaboration with appropriate agencies is possible to maintain 

and extend water and sewer infrastructure lifespan. 

4.12.6   SANITARY SYSTEM 

The Weyakwin sanitary collection and treatment system consists of gravity flow services and collection 

mains, and force mains connecting the sewage pumping stations to the gravity collection system and to 

the lagoon, as seen in Figure 11. The sewage lagoon is located on Parcel U1 Plan 89B11868 as shown 

on Figure 8. The sewage lagoon was constructed in 1972 and has reached the limit of its usefulness.  
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Figure 12: Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin Water and Sewer Lines
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There was some seepage concerns identified with the lagoon, as it is located near the water supply 

wells, but tests have shown no nitrates in the water supply, meaning there is no concern to the water 

quality. The community is currently working with SaskWater to determine the future of their sewage 

lagoon, with the likely course of action being installing a new liner to extend the life, as the size is 

adequate to meet the needs of the community.  

There is one sewage pumping station in the Northern Hamlet. Sewage Pumping Station 1 is located on 

Parcel L Plan 88PA10227 as seen on Figure 8. 

4.12.7   OBJECTIVES 

1) Ensure the sewage lagoon is maintained in compliance with provincial standards. 

2) Ensure the provision of efficient sewage services for the health and safety of the 

community.  

3) Maintain an appropriate level of sewage treatment capacity to ensure the potential for 

growth is not adversely affected. 

4) Establish criteria for adequate service in those areas of the Northern Hamlet where 

services cannot be feasibly extended. 

5) Ensure that lagoon operation and maintenance is conducted in an environmentally 

sensitive manner. 

4.12.8   POLICIES 

1) Sites not connected to the municipal sewer system will be required to have pump out 

style holding tanks on site that are approved by Public Health and adhere to regulations 

in the Shore Land Pollution Control Regulations, 1976 or the most recent regulations 

pertaining to shore land pollution control. 

2) Council will ensure that development effectively utilizes existing sewer infrastructure and 

does not place an excessive burden on municipal utility services. 

3) New sewage infrastructure will be planned, designed, and constructed with regard to 

future land use development plans that minimize negative impacts on the natural 

environment. 

4) The planning and development of sewer services will be based on: 

i. conformance with environmental regulations; 
ii. the demand for services and need for upgrading; 

iii. the logical extension of existing services; and  

iv. the financial resources of the Northern Hamlet. 
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4.12.9   LANDFILL 

Weyakwin’s landfill is located outside of the municipal boundary on land leased from ENV, 6 km west of 

community on the road to Ramsey Bay. The landfill is cost-shared with the Resort Subdivision of 

Ramsey Bay, with Weyakwin contributing 50% of the operating costs, Ramsey Bay contributing 45%, 

and local outfitters contributing the remaining 5%. 

The Northern Hamlet’s garbage pickup is contracted out to be transported to the landfill. Site 

maintenance is contracted out, and one person is employed to work the gates 3 days a week in the 

summer and 2 through the winter. The landfill is still expected to have over 50 years of usefulness left. 

4.12.10 OBJECTIVES 

1) Continue a strong working relation with the Resort Subdivision of Ramsey Bay on the 

maintenance and upkeep of the landfill. 

2) Reduce the amount of garbage going to the landfill to lower operational costs and extend 

its lifespan. 

3) Encourage responsible disposal of hazardous waste and potentially hazardous material. 

4.12.11 POLICIES 

1) Council will continue to work with Ramsey Bay to ensure the landfill is staffed, licensed 

and functioning. 

2) Council will promote waste reduction and recycling programs, where possible.  

3) Council will ensure operation and maintenance of the landfill complies with provincial 

regulations. 

4) Council will ensure that lands used for waste disposal will be monitored to ensure 

surrounding lands are not contaminated.  

5) Council will work with organizations, agencies, and adjacent entities to develop 

strategies for providing and enhancing effective waste management and environmental 

protection. 

4.13 TRANSPORTATION 

Safe, cost-effective transportation systems are at the heart of a well-functioning community and 

should meet existing and future needs for economic growth, community development and 

diversification. 
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4.13.1  HIGHWAYS AND ROADS 

The Northern Hamlet of Weyakwin is situated on Highway 2, 96 km south of La Ronge and 145 km 

north of Prince Albert. The highway is a primary weight highway, and is paved in both directions.  

The roads within the Northern Hamlet are gravel.  There is approximately 4 kilometres of constructed 

legal surveyed roadway within the municipal boundary. All parcels in the community have adequate 

legal or physical access.  

4.13.2 OBJECTIVES 

1) Explore options of upgrading Weyakwin Road as commercial and industrial uses develop 

and add greater strain on the road. 

2) Participate in activities and dialogue with appropriate ministries that improves the 

quality of the local and regional highway transportation system. 

3) Monitor traffic to ensure traffic signage is adequate and appropriate. 

4) Ensure new road construction adheres to existing or better standards. 

5) Create a transportation network that extends to all areas of the community and provides 

a safe environment for all users. 

6) Ensure all sites and areas have adequate and appropriate access. 

7) Maintain and improve roads, supporting future development plans. 

8) Create a road system where location and design promotes safe driving speeds.  

4.13.3 POLICIES 

1) Council will monitor the use of local roadways to ensure that adequate surface and 

structure is being used.  

2) Council will, where possible, represent the Northern Hamlet interests are represented 

within regional and provincial transportation strategies by participating in the regional 

Area Transportation Planning Committee or similar group. 

3) Council will finance new road construction and existing road improvements through a 

variety of methods, including subdivision servicing agreements. 

4) New roads will be planned and constructed with regard to future land uses, development 

plans, and the provision of suitable access. 
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5) Developers of new subdivisions will be required to enter into a servicing agreement that 

prescribes standards for new road construction. 

6) Traffic will be monitored to ensure traffic signs are placed at appropriate locations and 

speed limits are appropriate.  

7) Council will regulate sight triangles in the Zoning Bylaw to improve sightlines and safety 

at Northern Hamlet intersections.  

4.13.4 AIR TRAVEL  

The Northern Hamlet does not have an aerodrome. The nearest aerodrome for Weyakwin residents to 

access scheduled or interprovincial air services is located in the City of Prince Albert. There is a 

helicopter pad at the fire cache.  

4.13.5 OBJECTIVES 

1) Work with the Ministry of Highways and Infrastructure to maintain vehicular access to 

airports in neighbouring communities.  

2) Participate in regional transportation dialogue to represent the interests of the 

Weyakwin community. 

4.13.6 POLICIES 

1) Council will work with Ministry responsible for highways to support increased access to 

air transportation.  
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5 PLAN IMPLEMENTATION, TOOLS, AND POLICIES 

 

This OCP establishes the policies that are expected to meet anticipated future growth within the 

financial and servicing capacity of the Northern Hamlet. The policies in this plan will serve as a guide for 

more detailed planning and servicing. To ensure the effectiveness of this OCP in meeting the overall 

community objectives, Council will monitor the needs and wishes of the community to evaluate this 

OCP’s continued appropriateness. 

The orderly and sustainable development of a community relies upon the strong policy basis that this 

OCP provides. The Zoning Bylaw will assist the implementation of this plan through regulation of 

physical development within the municipality. 

5.1 ZONING BYLAW  

Subsequent to the policies within this OCP, the Zoning Bylaw will control the use of land. The Zoning 

Bylaw establishes and prescribes uses and regulations for distinct zoning districts. Regulations will vary 

in each district but the policies and provisions will be consistent with this OCP. 

5.1.1 MINOR VARIANCES TO THE ZONING BYLAW 

Council will allow for minor variances to the Zoning Bylaw as a means of providing flexibility in 

implementation and of providing timely development decisions. Council may approve the variance if 

the general intent of this OCP and Zoning Bylaw are maintained. The PDA will identify how site 

standards may be varied. The Zoning Bylaw will establish a procedure for processing and recording of 

minor variance applications. 

“(a) A minor variance may be granted for variation only of: 

 (i) The minimum required distance of a building from the lot line; and 

 (ii) The minimum required distance of a building to any other building on the lot; 

(b) the maximum amount of minor variance … must not exceed a 10% variation of the bylaw 

requirements…” 

    Section 60 (1) of the Planning and Development Act, 2007 
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5.1.2 CONTRACT ZONING 

The Hamlet may enter into agreements for site specific rezoning where it is deemed to minimize 

potential negative impacts of a development on the environment, services, and existing development 

by controlling the specific type of use and development of the site, or ensuring that the development is 

completed within a specific time frame. Contract zoning agreements are subject to provisions set out in 

section 69 of the PDA and run with the land. The following guidelines and procedures will apply to all 

contract zoning agreements: 

a) The proposal is in conformance with the policies of this OCP. 

b) The contract zoning application will provide to Council: 

i. Site plans showing lot lines, easements, right of ways, streets, driveways, parking 

areas, building locations, landscaping and topography; 

ii. Blueprints of any proposed new development or additions or major alterations to 

existing structures; and 

iii. A written description describing the proposed development including proposed 

uses on site, traffic generation, and required municipal servicing. 

c) Once the proposed site plan and development proposal are acceptable to both parties, a draft 

agreement setting out the terms and conditions of development, including the time frame for 

the work, will be prepared.  

d) A contract zoning agreement must be accompanied by an amendment to the zoning bylaw, 

with Council ensuring public participation pursuant to zoning bylaw amendment procedures in 

Part X of the PDA. 

e) Council may only formally enter into the agreement for rezoning following the public hearing.  

f) Final reading of the zoning bylaw amendment shall only be given after the contract zoning 

agreement has been entered into. 

g) The municipality will register an interest based on the agreement in the land registry against 

the affected title. This interest binds the registered owner of the land affected by the 

agreement. 

h) If a proponent fails to develop the site in conformance with the agreement, fails to meet the 

time frames set out in the agreement, or ceases to use the site for the use set out in the 

agreement, Council will rescind the agreement and the zoning will revert to the prior zoning 

designation. 

i) If the agreement is voided for cause, the proponent shall, at their cost, remove all development 

that does not comply with the prior zoning, or Council may have the development removed and 

the proponent billed for any costs associated with the removal. 

j) Council may require a performance bond from a proponent prior to the finalization of an 

agreement to assure the implementation of that agreement.  
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5.1.3 REZONING OF LAND  

Council will consider the following factors when dealing with applications to rezone, subdivide, and 

develop land: 

a) Conformity to this OCP; 

b) Suitability of the site for the proposed development; 

c) Compatibility of existing adjacent land use; 

d) Provision of dedicated lands as may be required for subdivision; 

e) The Northern Hamlet physical and financial capability to support development; 

f) The adequate provision and timing for development of municipal services; and  

g) The completion of a servicing agreement for onsite and offsite services. 

5.2 SUBDIVISION AND CONCEPT PLANS 

The Northern Hamlet directs and supports the subdivision of land though this OCP and Zoning Bylaw.  

Council will apply the tools provided in these documents to guide subdivision and lot design, street 

layout, location of municipal reserve and other dedicated lands, as well as exercise control over 

municipal agreements and leases.  

Concept plans may be required by the municipality or approving authority. Concept plans will 

demonstrate: 

a) Preliminary plans for proposed development. 

b) The phasing of development. 

c) Street and lot layouts, land use, and density of development. 

d) The location of any school site, park, or pathway. 

Development will proceed at a rate which meets requirements for future growth. This will involve 

phased development that: 

a) Occurs in an efficient and cost effective manner taking into consideration the Northern Hamlet 

capital works program and financial capability. 

b) Is orderly and geographically contiguous (insofar as practical). 

c) Provides sufficient land so that market demands for land are met. 

5.3 SERVICING AGREEMENT 

Where Council requires a Servicing Agreement, the agreement becomes a condition of approval of a 

subdivision by the approving authority. This agreement will ensure that municipal standards are met for 

capital works and ensure that such infrastructure development costs are borne by the developer and 

their customers.  

Council will, by resolution, establish the standards and requirements for such agreements and charges, 

including the posting of performance bonds or letters of credit. 
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Council will undertake studies necessary to define the benefiting areas and the unit costs associated 

with required capital upgrading of offsite services. The studies will be used to determine a fair level of 

offsite servicing charges. 

5.4 DEVELOPMENT LEVIES AND AGREEMENTS 

The Northern Hamlet may pass a development levy bylaw to be able to use development levies for the 

purpose of recovering all or part of the Northern Hamlet actual costs as permitted in section 169 to 170 

of the PDA. Development agreements may be required in accordance with section 171 if the PDA. 

5.5 BUILDING BYLAW 

In accordance with section 7 (1) of The Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act, the Northern 

Hamlet will ensure that building construction is regulated so that new construction is physically 

acceptable and meets minimum safety requirements. A building bylaw controls the minimum standard 

of construction through the issuance of permits.  

5.6 LAND ACQUISITION 

In accordance with The Northern Municipalities Act, 2010, Council may purchase land for urban 

development. In this regard Council may consider the purchase of land for subdivision or development 

to:  

a) Facilitate urban development including public facilities; 

b) Provide affordable housing; 

c) Facilitate the relocation of non-conforming uses; and 

d) Establish lot prices based on the recovery of development cost. 

5.7 CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 

In accordance with section 177(1) of The Northern Municipalities Act, 2010, Council will:  

“prepare and adopt a capital works plan for a period of not less than 5 years, including the current year, 

showing the estimated capital cost of and the proposed sources of financing for each capital work for 

each year of the plan”. 

The Capital Works Plan will be coordinated with the policies contained in this OCP and ensure the 

effective and efficient control of development and public spending.  

Capital assets to be included in this plan are, but are not limited to: facilities such as public work 

workshops, administration offices, libraries; equipment such as graders, and computers; and 

engineering structures such as roads, and water distribution systems. The 5-year planning term aids the 

Northern Hamlet in identifying and prioritizing projects based on their expected benefits to the 

community, their financial capacity, and where outside funding sources are available or should be 

sought. 
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5.8 ASSET MANAGEMENT 

Asset management is an integrated business approach involving planning, finance, engineering, and 

operations to effectively manage existing and new infrastructure. This management practice can 

maximize benefit, reduce or transfer risk, and provide appropriate levels of service to community users 

in a socially, environmentally, and economically sustainable manner. Council may prepare an Asset 

Management Plan to aid in the effective management of municipal expenditure for infrastructure. 

Asset Management Plans are used to: 

a) Develop and maintain asset inventories of municipal infrastructure; 

b) Reduce the overall life cycle cost of infrastructure; 

c) Provide risk assessment of the infrastructure system; 

d) Identify critical assets and the impacts with a loss of service; 

e) Maintain and manage infrastructure assets at appropriate service levels; 

f) Monitor standards and service levels to ensure that they meet community goals and objectives; 

g) Establish infrastructure replacement strategies through the use of full life cycle costing 

principles; 

h) Financially plan the maintenance of assets to deliver appropriate service levels and extend the 

useful life of assets; 

i) Establish stable, long-term budgeting processes to replace, renew or decommission assets; 

j) Incorporate asset management into other corporate plans; and 

k) Report publically the status and performance of implementing asset management policies.  

5.9 MONITORING AND AMENDMENT 

The implementation framework for this OCP can be split into three main categories: Committees, 

Tasks, and Review. The implementation of this OCP will reach beyond the tasks provided here and rely 

on sustained efforts to monitor and achieve municipal goals. 

5.9.1 COMMITTEES: 

Council Committees are indispensable to the efficient execution of municipal management and 

decision-making and provide an established method to integrate the actionable goals of this OCP. 

Council Committee mandates may be extended, where appropriate and timely, to perform related 

tasks and report to Council as a whole. 

It is important that each committee recognize the importance of engaging with the appropriate groups 

when undertaking tasks as set out by this OCP and Council. This community building process is 

prepared on the foundation of communication and respect, and will have positive impacts when 

continued though this implementation phase.  

Council will review existing committee structures and assign management duties relating to OCP 

objectives where appropriate.  
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5.9.2 TASKS: 

The essential work of Committees in aiding Council’s implementation of this OCP relies on the effective 

administration of their work. Providing a basic reporting format for Committee Reports ensures that 

Council receives the information necessary to make a decision regarding an item, and that Council, the 

Committee, or working group approaches the task in a purposeful and efficient way. Before starting 

and during the work to prepare a report, Council, the Committee, individual, or working group should 

establish the following: 

Where or who is this about? 

What is the current context or conditions of the task objective? 

What OCP, Zoning Bylaw, and other municipal bylaws or policies apply here? 

Who are the stakeholders? 

Can this be done through inter-municipal cooperation? 

How will the community be engaged in this task or issue? 

What is the objective of this task? 

What is the Committee’s role in this? 

What additional background information/analysis is needed? 

Does the Committee need to seek outside expertise? What exactly will they provide? 

What will this task cost? 

Are there grants and/or outside help available? 

How will this task be completed? 

Committee or contractor procedures should be monitored and recorded. 

How will the results/recommendations of the report be implemented? 

Is this feasible for the Northern Hamlet? 

Does this report/issue need to be reviewed in a specific period of time? 

What should be avoided? 

Tasks that will be undertaken in the execution of this OCP and its policies include, but are not limited 

to: 

Capital Works Plan: mandatory 5-year capital planning document estimating capital costs and 

expected sources of funding for each capital work. 

Tasks that may be undertaken by Council or Committee in the implementation of this plan include, but 

are not limited to, development of the following reports: 

Asset Management Plan: inventory and planning document for integrated management of 

infrastructure expenditure.   

Public Works Management Plan: multi-year plan for the maintenance needs of public works. 

Flood Hazard Level Study: gathering and analysis of empirical data determining the elevation 

with a probability of a 1 in 500, or 0.2% chance of a flood happening in any given year, including 

maps. 

Parks, Open Space and Recreation Master Plan: strategic planning document for maintenance 

and investment in the municipal parks and recreation amenities. 
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Inter-municipal Processes Guidelines and Resources: resource containing records of current and 

potential inter-municipal partners and activities, along with established best practices for 

working with partners.  

5.9.3 REVIEW 

Critical to implementing an OCP and Zoning Bylaw is conducting a review at regular intervals to ensure 

this OCP is a living document and remains relevant to the municipality.  The components within these 

documents provide the foundation for decision making regarding community interests to ensure that 

despite growth and change, the OCP continues to work towards the municipal vision.  Council has 

identified specific goals to be achieved, and by completing these, progress can be monitored.  While 

some of the actionable items within this OCP are short term achievements, others are longer term and 

can require adaptation to changing contexts. Council will require an administrative review of this OCP 

exploring the need for revisions or for legal consolidations of adopted amendments at least once every 

five years. An office consolidation shall be maintained to keep the working copies current. 

Councilors or Mayor can ask some of the following questions to ensure that the content of the OCP and 

Zoning Bylaw are still relevant. 

a) Are the general policies within each section of the OCP still relevant to the community? 

b) Have the projects been completed and achieved their objective? 

c) Did the projects adapt or alter the original objective? 

d) What areas of the OCP need updating, and what are the next steps to updating the plan to 

meet the community’s needs into the future? 

e) What policy changes need to occur? 

f) Do any bylaws need to be updated to enforce these policy changes? 

g) How will the projects or plans be evaluated? 

The adoption process of an OCP requires community consultation to ensure the public is given an 

opportunity to contribute to future policy changes.  Council should be prepared to share with residents 

the successes and shortfalls of the OCP implementation to date, and consider or incorporate 

community feedback they receive. 

Working with this level of transparency improves Council rapport with residents, and ensures resident 

buy-in in the implementation of the plan. Feedback that is documented, reviewed, and considered 

shapes this OCP into a plan that truly represents the needs and wishes of all residents.   

5.9.4 AMENDMENT 

This OCP may be amended if determined desirable by leadership.  Amendments may also be proposed 

by developers and the public to facilitate specific development proposals. Council will consider such 

requests based on: 

a) Appropriate community development and public interest; and 

b) Overall community objectives as established by this OCP.  
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6 DEFINITIONS 
 

1:500 Flood Hazard Level - An overflowing of a large amount of water beyond its normal confines, with 

a probability of 1/500, or 0.2% of happening in any given year.  Also known as the Estimated Peak 

Water Level (EPWL). 

Administrator – the Administrator of the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin. 

Applicant – a developer or person applying for permits regulated by the Zoning Bylaw. 

Approving Authority – the Saskatchewan Minister of Government Relations. 

Biodiversity –refers to the total of all plants, animals, fungi and micro-organisms present in that area, 

including all of their individual variations and all of the interactions between them. 

Building – a structure used for the shelter or accommodation of persons, animals, or personal property. 

Building Bylaw – a bylaw of the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin that regulates the erection, alteration, 

repair, occupancy, or maintenance of buildings and structures, adopted pursuant to The Uniform 

Building and Accessibility Standards Act. 

Building Permit – a document issued by the Development Officer of the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin 

authorizing the holder to construct a building of a particular kind on a particular lot, or authorizing the 

alteration, repair, relocation, demolition, or change of use for all or part of the building or structure. 

Built Up Area – the serviced area of a municipality that contains the majority of residential settlement, 

not necessarily following jurisdictional boundaries. 

Community Capacity – the skills and abilities of people and community groups to take effective action 

and leading roles in the development of their communities; the social capital of a community. 

Council – the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin elected Council and Mayor. 

Culture and Heritage Resources - a structure, site or thing that is of historical, archaeological, 

paleontological or architectural significance and may include, but is not limited to, historic sites, 

buildings and other structures; culturally significant landscapes; artifacts and museum collections, 

archives; cultural activities; local traditions, skills and crafts; and traditional knowledge. 

Development – the carrying out of any building, engineering, mining, or other operations, in, on, or 

overland, or the making of any material change in the use or intensity of use of any building or land. 

Development Officer – an individual hired by the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin and appointed to review 

proposals in the context of the in-force zoning bylaw, or to enforce the regulations set forth in the 

zoning bylaw. 

Development Permit – a document that is issued by the Development Officer of the Northern Hamlet 

Weyakwin authorizing a development on a specific parcel of land, but does not include a building 

permit.  
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Ecological Integrity – the structure, composition and function of the ecosystem are unimpaired by 

stresses from human activity; natural ecological processes are intact and self-sustaining, the ecosystem 

evolves naturally and its capacity for self-renewal is maintained; and the ecosystem’s biodiversity is 

ensured. 

ENV or Ministry of Environment – the Saskatchewan ministry responsible for duties related to 

management of Crown lands and the natural environment; the provincial agency that acts as authority 

in the matters of environment within provincial jurisdiction. 

Hazard Land – land that may be prone to flooding, slumping, landslides, erosion, any other instability, 

or is located within a floodplain or watercourse. May also include contaminated lands. 

Hazardous Materials – substances that could cause injury or death; or damage or pollute land, air, or 

water. Hazardous wastes are defined as substances that are ignitable (flammable), corrosive, toxic, 

explosive, or reactive, i.e., react with air, water, or acids or bases.  

Infill Development - building within unused and underutilized lands within existing development 

patterns, typically but not exclusively in urban areas. Infill development is critical to accommodating 

growth and redesigning our cities to be environmentally and socially sustainable. 

Infrastructure – physical structures and facilities needed for the operation of a community (such as 

roads, water pipes, lifts stations, etc.).  

Inter-municipal Cooperation - joint provision of public services between municipalities or entities, who 

are normally but not necessarily neighbours. 

Landscaping – the provision of horticultural and other related compatible features or materials 

designed to enhance the visual amenity of a site, or to provide a visual screen consisting of any 

combination of the following elements: 

 Soft landscaping consisting of vegetation such as trees, shrubs, vines, hedges, flowers, 

grass, and ground cover; or 

 Hard landscaping consisting of non-vegetative material such as concrete, unit pavers, 

brick pavers, or quarry tile, but does not include shale or asphalt. 

Mayor – the elected Mayor of the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin. 

MCRHR or Mamawetan Churchill River Health Region Authority – the provincially designated 

coordinating agency for the provision of health services in the region that encompasses the Northern 

Hamlet Weyakwin. 

Municipal Vision – a statement that outlines what the municipality aspires to, and how it wishes to 

operate; a long-term view of what the municipality wishes to achieve in the future. 

Northern Municipalities Act, 2010 – a provincial act respecting Local Government in Northern 

Saskatchewan as amended. 
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OCP or Official Community Plan –  document formally adopted by a Municipal Council to provide a 

comprehensive policy framework to guide the physical, economic, social, and cultural development of, 

or any part of, the municipality over a long-term horizon. 

Permitted Use – use or form of development allowed as of right in a zoning district, subject to the 

regulations contained in a zoning bylaw. 

PDA or Planning and Development Act, 2007 – a Saskatchewan provincial statute respecting planning 

and development in municipalities. 

Potentially Contaminating Land Use – a type of land use that has the potential to release hazardous 

materials into the environment, whether it happens through the air, direct contact, or drinking water. 

Some examples of such uses are intensive agricultural activities, fuel storage sites, vehicle repair shops, 

mineral extraction and processing, sewage treatment operations and leather tanning operations. 

Public Parks – development of land specifically designed or reserved for the active or passive general 

use by the public, and may include hard or soft landscaping, playing fields, buildings or other structures 

that are generally consistent with the purposes of the parkland; typically used for picnic grounds, 

pedestrian trails and paths, landscaped buffers, playgrounds, and water features.  

RCMP or Royal Canadian Mounted Police – the federal law enforcement agency. 

Riparian - relating to, or inhabiting the banks of a natural course of water; ecologically diverse zones 

that contribute to the health of other aquatic ecosystems by filtering out pollutants and preventing 

erosion. 

River Valley – the valley of the Weyakwin River, which runs through the northern part of the 

community. 

Shoreline – the edge of a body of water; also referred to as lakeshore, beach, or lakefront. 

Sight Triangle – a regulated triangular setback for any structures at an intersection to ensure road user 

visibility and safety; formed by a measured distance 6.1 m (20 ft.) from the meeting point of two roads 

and a third line completing the triangle. 

SPI or Statement of Provincial Interest – pursuant to the Planning and Development Act, 2007, a set of 

identified interests and associated regulations of the province that provide a regulating framework for 

planning and development decisions for the Province of Saskatchewan; represents advice given to 

municipalities by Municipal Affairs. 

Use – the purpose or activity for which a piece of land, or its building is designed, arranged or intended, 

occupied or maintained. 

Water Supply – the location within the municipality in which the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin attains its 

municipal drinking water. 

WTP or Water Treatment Plant – the municipal building and infrastructure contained therein that 

provides potable water supply for the serviced areas of the Northern Hamlet Weyakwin. 
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Zoning Bylaw – a legislative device designating permitted uses of land based on mapped zones which 

separate one set of land uses from another; may be use-based (regulating the uses to which land may 

be put), or it may regulate building height, lot coverage, and similar characteristics, or some 

combination of these.  

Zoning District – a specifically delineated area of the municipality within which certain uniform 

requirements or regulations, or combinations thereof govern the use, placement, spacing, and size of 

land structures. 
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